Digital Video Production

Information for parents & students

What will I do in this class?

You will learn the technical skills & knowledge needed both behind and in front of the camera in order to produce an outstanding video.  All videos produced in class are meant for a school audience and should meet at least one of our goals:

Education, information, inspiration and entertainment.

What materials do I need?

· Folder, paper and pencil.

· Any props or costumes you may need for your productions.

· You may bring a video camera from home for use in class with parent permission

What are the course requirements?

· You must understand how a television and a camcorder sends and receive a signal.

· You must pass a camera test with 100% competency.

· Complete basic training in photo composition, video lighting and editing techniques.

What will I do in the first 6 weeks?

Complete two projects for three types of videos listed below:

· Educational – Create a video that relates to one or more of your other classes.  This video could be a demonstration, a drama, a documentary, an opinion or a report.

· Informational – You will put together a video for Pau-Wa-Lu Middle School that will inform or inspire your viewers.  For example, it could be a report on a news event at school or in the community.  A report on a sports event would also be acceptable.  Or you could even make a commercial for an upcoming school activity.

· Entertainment – Create a video in good taste meant to amuse and entertain the audience…any ideas?

What are class rules and behavior standards?

I place a great deal of importance on trust, responsibility and teamwork.

· Be careful – handle the equipment with great care.  Put everything from your project away before the end of class.  Sloppiness in your work and attitude may be dealt with severely, and may result in a lack of camera privileges.  Misuse of video equipment will not be tolerated.  Parents may be held responsible for damage to equipment by their student’s vandalism or theft.

· Be courteous – respect the ideas, feelings and property of others.  In this class you must work with other class members as a team.
· Use good judgment – make sure all program content (language, behavior, works, images, gestures, jokes, music, etc…) is in good taste.  No obscenity, profanity or drug-related content will be tolerated in any video project.

· Remember at NO TIME is it allowed to upload video shot at school onto your Facebook or other social networking account without Mr. Whittemore’s approval.
How am I graded?  
Grades are used to evaluate both the progress made on a project and the final result.  Projects are evaluated on a set of criteria: students will receive a written evaluation for each project.

Questions or concerns?

The phone number for Pau-Wa-Lu is 265-6100, ex. 231, and your parents are welcome to email me at sbullard@dcsd.k12.nv.us.

Please have your parent sign the form below and return it to me.

My student ____________ has my permission to take part in the Pau-Wa-Lu Middle School’s TV Production program.  My student will be responsible for using the school’s video equipment in a responsible manner. If the equipment is lost or broken my student may be responsible for damages. 
Signature






                        email address

